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TIIL* AUUTOJls RKPORT A.MIWHAT
IT "llEiJVS.

Tlie balance sheet Is the real test of
a tax system. Theorlsta may parade
tho supposed behefjts of one form of
taxatlon; prnctical economlsts may

condomn another form; one man may

glorlfy Ihe single la.\; another may iind
ln a complex system tlie panacea for
every flnanclal 111. All allkc, promlslns
fffid unpromlslng, contplex and slmple,
invo to be shbjected to tbe practlcal
tests of assessment nnd collefetlon. An
audltor- report icnows rio theory. In
its cold p.iges nnd formal ta'olcs the
real justlco of iho system must In-
cvltably appc-ar.
For ihts reason the appearance of

tlie Audltor's report at ;i time when
the tax laws are under discusslon la
most opporlnne. Thls exhaustlve docu-
rnent is a Julcy bone over whlch legls-
lators may chov.* und growl during the
comins session as they try to digest
the unpalatable tax laws of the Com¬
monwealth. A careful student, tralned
In such matters, can g-lean a hundred
lessons ln good stul bad economics
from thls report. He can find ample
materlal for abuso and somo itema
for praise. Ho can study the prac¬
tlcal operations of a most complex
tsx codo and can form posltlve con¬

cluslons as to the justice or lnjustlco
of particular taxes.
But ln any scrutlny of our tax laws

two things appear above everything
else. Two faults appear ln practlcally
every table in the report. Stripped of
unnecessary vcrblage these are noth¬
ing more or less than (l) gross 5n-
cquallty, and (2) rank Injustlce. The
summary of the tax returns in the
.Audltor- report shows these more

plainly than couid n column of com-

ment. Here are tho amounts the Stato
recelved from lts chlef sources of
revenue:

Capitatlon tax.5 105,217 05
Franchise tax . lli.OSS 00
Insurance tax . 10^.2*_J T5
Llcenses . Ob.'.o'io 15
Personal property tax .... 451,330 40
Rallroads and canals. "82,090 39
Real estat;e tax. 1.26S.U21 34
Comrjent on thls table is superfluous.

Every one belleves that the rallroads of
the State should bear a just proportlon
of the publlc expenses. and no one
would remove from publlc corporations
the debt they owe the public treasury.
But lt stands to reason lhat no tax
laws wfiich Impose so heavy a burden
on public corporations and so llght a

burden on personal property can be
just. lt is not that the rallroads are
taxed too heavlly; lt is raerely that
the otber taxes are wrongly appor-
tloned. The former may remain just
as theji are, but the latter may b*e
correcteo. Assessments should be made
equal; valuatlons should be made unl-
form, and each class of property bear
lts Just ratio of taxatiou.

These lacls appear all the more

plainly when one examlnc-s the report
on personal p-Aipertv^ Here are llgures
that can e__ily""bei clted, showing that
ln somo locatiiies taxes are from tnree
to four times as heavy as they are ln
others. One county, wlth practically
the same wealth and resources. pays
practically twice the taxes palj by an-
<jther. The result could not be othor-
wlse. Where the public burden ls un-

fairly dlstrlbuted and Inequltably col-
lected, lnjustlco is 'inevitabl'e.-

KIA'GS AT THEIR "1M;|,R'6."
Tatters for a prlnce are bad enough,

hut hock for a King is worse. There
is somethlng pathettc about the King
.Who ls forccd to wear au old coat. or
tho;)Quocn who must trudge about in
old-Vjides. But to lmaglnc a monarch

trem^iling in the presence of an ob-
durato "uncle" and trying to raise him
$2.50 i»h n. ylng ls bi-yond the llmlt ol
humarf/endiiriuiee. What pangs, what
ehaJufeis-^-iji what dlsgracc.
^uOhis/Js preclse'ly what is hap

-p-jrilng, yi ..i'arls, where the cntin
".jo-vcls*. of. tho Sultan Abd-ol-Azlz ar<

;-no*W^j^ sale.,'Tho dothroned ruler o
"Morocoo; fallhig short of eash.jiawnechlu jewols with n Parislan niorcliunt
and ilow, f inds himself unablo to redeeu
them. A-s a result, about 200 pound.
of dlamonds; erheralds, gold and' sllve
aro offered. to all comors In a certali
shop in ihe French capltal: Ther
eeems little prospect that tlie ex-rule
can redeem them. Short of cash an.
without hls Uirone, he can hardly pa:
hls 10 por cent. So, wlthin f0\
liuys. the wholo collection may be dls
pbsed of, Mdnsleur Carbon, ihe wo'b
dctici', in'ay Hocurc ihe arnUcts; 0
Futliiiu. ,und Mr. Uogs, of Cliicihnat
rnay buy the emeratd and dlamon
dledem.

It may be ,-1 ppor consplatlon to Abe*
el-Azlx. but lie is nol the flrst raonarc
to forfeit pawnbrokei*Js lnterest, Jian
wnre the VcrsaillcH worthles who dli
paiched'closi-d carriages t«> Purls, un
thercaftcr n niiiiued away from tl
lever.s lor invntlui. Eveh English moi
arciiB, desultd tho largess of the Con
in'int. hav.-i been known to pawn tl
|BV.f-b. Jn fact, hf> frequeutly w;
¦jliSa the caso uiidnr tho Augevln Kln*
tliut England wao practlcally wl.tho
crown JewoJs for a century, Hum
fees lt, that George IV. could nev

BSaeiiiblo all of hls personal jeiwc-ls
0110 timo, ui leust without the co

¦ent at Lombard 8troet -deulors.
b_» ftven been rumoreu that hlu prese

Mrtjcsty, when prince. had a sponklng!
acatiftintnnce w_lth somo of the dealers
ln the itanie str.*»t.
But llie chlof patrons nf tho puvni-

hrokorii hnve h<*pn thn lesser prlncns
nnd that vast nrmy or pretonders who
fill tho nnto-rooms of Kuropeiin nn-
i-iiii lles. These nirn havo frequentlyhee'n compriird to purt wlth thelr nn-

blein.s of ro.v.uty.thelr only kingdom.
A fnmous pawnbroker ln Kome .vn.-l
Itnown as the Prolonder'*. frlend durlng
llto last genoratlon, nnd "w'ns able to
furnlsh tho Inslgnin of any order In
Kurope upon a few hours' notlce. Ho
lt waa who hold the orlffliiiil chain of
Ihe Fleece, handed down from thegre.it
ircitd of the order. Charles V., to the
late Dbn Cario's, *.

Tliere is little hopo for Abd-cI-A-lz.
But at (,1-e very worst hls jewels wlll
be as useful to some one elsc as they
were to hlm.

GIVI3.
The Assoclated Charities has Issued'

wlthln th* lost few days its annual,
appeal for funds. Responses so far!
have heen rather slow anrP unsatisfac-'
tory. but tho comlns week will doubt-
less change that. The, scason of tho
year _s one whleh touchcs almost
overy heart nnd unlock'B ln it tlie
sprlnga of l.-indllness and brotherly
feellng which nro apt to grow somo-
wh'at overlaid through other 'months,
Christmas means giving, or it means
nothing; and there Is no charitnblo
organiaation ln the city through which
this proxnpting to glvo to others ran
be carrled out wlth such certainly of
good result?.
The A-sociatej Charities was started j

esperimentally, and lias made a per¬
manent placo for itsclf slmply on tho
basls of what lt has actually accom-
Plished. Nobody would now think of
roturnlng to the bld plnn of var!oii3
organlzations, divided interests niul
flcatterlng results. To conduct the
work costs about $15,000 a year, and
thf_ sum must come from voluntary
subscrlptions. Probably there Is no
way in which the people of Richmond
could spena $15,000-which woulu brlng
so much real, practical benetit to oth¬
ers. No money is wasted; there is no

indiscrlmlnate giving; no class of pro-
tesslonal dependents is created; the
men and women who come for help aro
put in the way of helplng themselves
at the earliest possible moment- The
Associated Charities does its work
cheaply, efflclently and wlth the most
v.-holesome results. What lt does
would be done less well by the ran-
dom giving of ltulividuais at three or
ftve or ten times the cost.
Many of us have more than wo

need. Some of us have very mucli
more. Nearly all of us as Christmas
draws near feel an lnner stirring to!
share our own plenty wlth those less
blessed than we. Thls Is an lmpulse
which it is always safe to foi low, and
the Assoclated Charities offers all of
us an admirable wav.

TO-DAY'S HISTOrtY TO-MOHUO'-V.
To frame tlesh and blood on the dry

bones of dusty history ls never easy.
The actors of past ages have been
careless of what they left behind them,
and equaily careless of whether they
gave a correct'account of their deeds
to an inquisitlve posterlty. A few let-
ters, a mass of dull ofliclal documents
ana a chance memoir or two are all
tlie materlals we have to weave Into
a story that must interest and. amuse.
The wonder is that hlstorlans havo
been able to draw such accurate pic¬
tures of the past «is shine from the
pages of the great hlstories.
How different wlll be the history of

to-day in the eyes of to-morrow! If
all "the materlals now avallable wero

used to make an accurate plcture, not
ar.' Hem ot real Interest would be
lacklng. Take, for example, such an

event as the death of George W'ash-
Ingtfcn. which occurred 110 years ago!
to-morrow. All America was and stlll
is Interestcd in it. Every one to-day
wants to know exactly how it nap-
pened. Triflitig incidents becamo Im-
portant. But the data at hand wlll
not- satlsfy tho curious in the least.
Tho lengthy, dry account by "vVash-
ingtou's secretary, Toblas Lear, the!
report ""of the physlclans, the lnsuf-
ferably dull account of tho funeral
iand tlie reports of proceedlngs oy va-;
rious bodies on the event make up tho
whole body of matqrlal.

If thls great event had occurred yes-
tcrday, the narratfve would be per-

Itect. A tlashlight plcture would show
.'the (*.act posltlon of the body and the

preelse arrangements of the room. En-
terprlslng reporters would doubtless

. j photograp), tho entlre -cene. Exhaus-

.tlve.accounts of every detail, wlth In-

. tervlews from thoso present, would
f supply the text. AVhen tho tuneral
11 occurred, the music of the band, the
, j orations, even the sobs, would be re-
l corded. whlle a tnovlrig-pictui-c ina-
s chine would probably follow the co-
rltcrlo from the tlme it left ihe bulldlng
1 until the body was placed'in the tomb.
e Tho proceedlngs of Congress would,
rjof course, be stenographically report-
[1 ed, nnd plctures would bo talten oi the
* jeuloglsts. These things, preserved und

placed away, would give every detall
"

of the seone a hundred years nence,
L\ All of thls should be t-attsfylng to

leaders of to-day. They may be sure
that all the good they can do will be
perpetuated. it may be eciually satls-
fying to pos-tcrity to know that little
of tho evil can escapo the mlaro.cope
of the present.

MI{. PHIDDY A.M) V. l>. I.
Ktate Veterlnarlan J. G. Ferney-

tiough. a. graduate of tho Virginia
Polytechnlc Institute, wrltes a letter

iujt0 tn" noanoke Tlmes complalnlug of
4Jth_ recent ttctlyltlea ot Mr. Lawr'enco
,s Prlddy, presldent; of- the Alumni A»-
,__ sociation of that Instltutlon. Appar-
ur etitly Mr, Kerneyhough haa tho ldea
er, lhat Mr. Prlddy _. acts aro entlrely per-
utl-oual an,i Indlvidual, and repros.nt
-iVjiipUUng in tho world but hla own ldea.
Itjand prejudl.es. Our own uuderatand*atllns.U tol.aliy different. What ilr,

\

Prlflily ls dolng by wny of exprosslng
dissntlsfiicMon ,wlth present condltlons
at V. P. I. Is bolng done, unless we orr
greatly, wlth the approval of tho ma¬

jorlty of tlio Alumnl Assoclation. Mr.
Prlddy wlcltls 110 dlvlno rlght ot Ulngs.
If he ls ronlly mlsropresentlng tho
AtUhthl Assoclation, tho latter body
doea iiofhavo to put up wlth him any
longer than It deslres. It has only to
replaco hlni ln tho presldency wlth a

man whose vlews aro moro ln sytn-
pathy wlth tho vlews ot tho majorlty.
But wo thlnk that dovelopnionts will

idiow thnt ihls ls by no moatis the case.

The Board of Visitors, at any rato,
heretofore deemed not nt all antago-
nlsttc to tho admlntstration, has turn¬

ed an uttentlvo car to the complatnts
whlch tho Alumnl Assoclation, under

the lea(i of Mr. Prlddy, has beon mak¬

lng. The board has cordlally invlted
any commlttee from the assoclation,
or any other person or persons, to ap¬

pear beforo its meetlng ln thls city
next month nnd lay beforo lt any
and all charges or grounds for dls-

satlstactlon. Prbbebly the board would

havo dlsplayed such consideratcness

toward any mlnor faction known to

be projudlced and bent on klcklng up

a foollsh and wholly unnecessary dls-J
uirbnncc. The whole State, wo ven-

ttiro to say, wlll indorse thls decision

of tho authorltles to go straight to

the bottom of nll tho whlspers and ru-|
mors and grumbllngs whlch havo been
In circulation for a year. The out-

come of tho meetlng on January 13'

may show that Mr. Prlddy and hls as-

soclt^tes, so far from being lrrespon-
slble trouble-makers. havo largeiy as-

sisted in renderlng a public service to

the State.

Nalrobl graUually re-emerges on to

the map as the Colonel reappronches.

Hogs were brlnging record prices ln

Chicago on Friday, but the plans and
tpecificatlons in each case called for
four legs.

Peary was re-clected presldent of the
_xplorers' Club. whlch, after all, pt*ove3
nothing.

Cotton prices leap llke tho cost ot

llving, whlch. Indeed. they partly are.

Zelaya's second son ls named Anabel,
and lt requires no Sherlock to deduce
that Mr. Knox deems him a molly-
ooddle. .

'

The'noble Chrlstmas shoppers of
Richmond are from seven to, eleven
times as conslderate ot the tlred little
s'alesgirls as the arrogant and boorlsh
Christmas shoppers of New York.

When speaking of perllous pastlmes.
don't concentrate on football. Glve a

word now and then to aalllng a boat
on the Great Lakes. ,

If he deslred to raise any consider-
able war-dust ln this country, Zelaya
made the tatal mlstake of not belng
born Emperor of Japan.

The coal-man had better make the
most of thls snap. Under the new Gulf
Strcrm rules, the officlal date for tlie

end of winter ln Richmond ls Jan. 17.

Shali wc supersede the Antl-Trust
law Wlth a mere Mistrust affalr?

However. a long-green Chrlstmas
would look about rlght to us.

The weather calls for Dr. Cook hats

ana Itooklshoo overcoats.

..Dunkle" and "Loose" sound llke men
who ought to glve. not an affidavlt, but
an Alfred Davy.

The Ice Trust has been "found
gullty " and thls ls a dlscovery that wlll
not have to be passed upon by any
board of scientists.

Our New York corps of UtUe re-

sf-arch-workers ls now slttlng late on

the dlfflcult problem; Why do women

marry W. Gould Brokaw?

CHANGIXG FROXT ON TARIFF.

MacVeacu Bo-Tton Speech Welcomcd
by Old-TIme HepnbUcans. ^

That was a remarkable speech made
by the Secretary ofthe Treasury. Mr.
MacVeagh. at Boston, last Wednesday
nlght. Here ls an extract*.

..There ls one great fact that ma-tea

a! new tarlff epoch. That fact ls that
the Republlcan'party has changed lts

fr-mt. Whereas, lt has been marchlns
towards higher and higher tarlff,-and
it has now faced about and Is march-
lng no matter how slow any one may
th'nk lts present pace is. toward lower
tariffs. It has recognlzed changed con¬

dltlons. Thls ls a wonderful, radlcal
and fundamental change. the lmport-
ance of whlch has not been* sufficlently
recognlzed."
The State Journal has recognlzed lt

rlght along. lt has contended for
months that the Republicanism of
Senator Aldrlcn and his crowd was
not the Republicanism of the people

.v.-ho belonged to that party. It oon-
tended that protectlon was Incldental,
as the old Republlcan platforms h-d
it, and not the main object of a tarlff;
that U should be dlrected toward neu-
tralizlng the, wages between thls and
European cdfentrles, and Khould not be
devoted to filllng full the coffers of
monopoly, »

ln this change ot front, whlch Sec-
retarv MacVeagh suggests, the Re-

! publlcan party is only gettlng back
to where It was ln the days of Lln-
coin. Grant and Hayes, and to where
McKinley trled to guldo lt. It ls onty
trylng to extrlcate itself from the
clutches of the trusts and the-mag¬
nates of, monopoly. The Republlcans
wlll never concede, by thelr votes, the
Identlty between Republicanism and
Aldrlchlsm.
There need be no convulslon about

thls matter. There need be no de-
feat in order to rlght thlngs. There
ls only need to face ln the rlght dl-
rc-ction and quletly and consclentlously
go that ,way. The opportunlty opens
in the proposltlon for a sclentlfic refer-
ence of the subject of tarlff taxation.
Out of that wlll como the solution,
ln whlch only the mpritB of the Payne
'law will rernatn, and to whlch better
thlngs wlll be added.-.Ohlo State J'our-
nal.
-

New Turkey'* New Army.
The latest proof that the new gov-

ernrnc-nt of Turkey intends to keep
its piedge of tieating all subjects alike
comes wlth the lasue of a flrman de-
olarlng that Chrlstlans as well as
Mohammedans are hereafter subject
to military duty. Hltherto the army
has been made up of the bellevera ln

j the true falth, and no Infldel dog of
a Chrlstian could bear arms.
Thls has formed one of the strong-

c-st holds the Sultan has had over hls
subject' provlnces, slnce the Chrlstian*:
had no military leader who mlght start
a revolt; ln fact, nr> Chrlstian had any
military tralnlng at all.

Perhaps one reason for thls change
from the anclent Ottoman pollcy ls
that ln the "llberal" army that invest¬
ed Constantlnople and forced the Kul-
tan to abdlcate, thero were 1,500 Bul-
gurlan volunteers.
The Ismlng of the flrman was ac

I cornpanled wlth great pomp: U wai
read |n publio at Stamboul, Fora anc
Scutarl; prayers were offered and pa-
trlotlc speeches made by men of al

i'ias*s and r^llgious beliefs ln hohoi
of thls proof that there was peac<

I among the v.aritog elements.--Bostoi
l Globe, '»

j i '\

Botrowed Jingles
SPEAIUNO OF NAMKS.

"Things ore seldom what lh*»y n.om,"
Ts a phrase one often hcnis,

Nenpollthn Ico cream
Waa Invcntod ln Alglnra.

Turklsh Mgi- aro rcnlly Frenchi
Chill aauco ls from Boiignl.

HamMirg -toalca aro naturo fak<*.;
Bwias checso Isn't tswi.a nt all.

CJormnn pancakes com- from Spaln,
Spanlsh omelotlos from l'oiu;

French baans grow, jurluip- you know,
On tho plalns of Tlmbii-loa.

Wlenorschnltzsls como from areece,
Irlsh stnwg from palestlno;

'I.ong- the Nlle, for niHo on mllo,
Grows tlio sacred Norway pine.

Whycontlnuo? All wo clnlm
Is a polnt we noed not pr>*ss.

Thore I. millilni: In a name,
Every day a llttlo less.

.Chicago Tribuno,

MERELY -OE1XU.
rrotest.
"What do _*ou thlnk of that Engllah

aotlon of nbollahlng tho Houso of Lords?'*
"It's nn outragc," answered Mr. Cumro.-

"It's tvorao than bnnkruptcy. U'a repudla-
llon. AVo American mllllonalros who havo
ir-ad. blg matrlmonlal Invostments wlll
nevor stand for lt.".Washlngton Evenlng
Star.

tlio Bold Mnn.
Maudo: "What do you thlnk. That bold,

iandsomo .Tack Oldduy trlcd to fllrl wllh
_ie In church."
Ethel: "Where was he alttlng?"
Maudo: "Threo soats behlnd mc.".Doo-
on Transcript.
For Others.
"That follow ls th» worst pesslnalst I

:ver saw.*'
"Aa to how?"
"Instoad of bulldlng castles ln the air,

-lo bullds Jalls.".Ij-ouslon Chronlcla.

Vnil Not Sooner.
"If you don't settle wlthln two weeka I'll

fiost you aa a dellnquent debtor."
"All right," aald tlio poei. "I'll pay on

put Ucatlon.".Plttsburg post.

tie Uwus Vp.
"Own up. now. Who's tho head of your

tanilly!"
"My wlfe used to be," admltted Mr. En-

3eck. "But alnco my daughters aro grown
ivo havo a commlsslon form o£ govoru-
ment.".Kansas CHy Journal.

Hy Comparison.
"I notlce some of tba old newspaper Jokcs

have gouo on the stage."
"So?"
"Yea; and they realty seem quito fresh

ln musical comedy.".Loulsville Courler-
Journal.

THE MERRY MOCKEUS.

EVEN lf It be true, aa stated by Mr. Al-
drtcb. that tho panlc coat tho people
$-0,000,000, that sum is a mere bagatello

compared with the amount that Aldrlch hns
cost tho ultlmato consumer..Loulsvlle
C-urlcr-Journal.
Juat aa the bllls to be pald are larger

than ever, It is said that the government
ia golng to mako the bllla with which they
are pald smaller than heretofore..New ,

Vork Tribuno.

"Lo, tha poor consumert" cxclalms tho
Etrmingham News. Very low, lndeed, but
llvlng in falnt hope of future convalescencc,
nevertheless..W_shington Herald.

The flrat chapter ln a novel recently pub¬
llshed contalned tho followlng: "And ao

the falr glrl contlnued to slt on tha sands,
gazlng upon tho brlny deop, on whose heav.
Ing bosom tho tall shlps went merrlly by,
frelghied.ah. who can toll.wlth how
much Joy and sorrow, and coal. etnlgranta
ar.d hopes, and salt flsh.".Indlanapolla
Newa.

STATE PRESS
raylng Defense Wltnesses.
One of the questions of court proceduro

that may engago the attention ot Virginia
loglslators, as well aa those of some other
States, at the comlng session. wlll probably
be thla: Ought not tho Staie, ln vlow of
tho fact that lt paye the expenses of wlt¬
nesses lor the plaintlff, which it Is empow-
ered to sumrnon, and also m vlew of tho
fact that It has the power to aummona wlt¬
nesses for tho defense, also pay the ex-

ponses of such witneB.cs for tho defense?
Thu clalm is made that tnasmuch aa the
Stato hu_ power to demand the presence ot
wltnesses for tho defense. It ls only falr
that persons who aro involuntarlly put to
the expense of answering such aummona
bo rcmunerated to the same extent that ia
allowed wltnesses presfcnt al trlal under
slmllar call for tho plulntiff. There la atlll
another aldo to tho propoatllon.that o_t
giving to a posslbly Innocent peraon on
trial the opportunity of defense that Is de¬
nled hlm because of hls 1-fc ot.. funds, but
is permltted voluntarily to tho wealthy
person on trlal. . . . Whether thls al¬
leged defect ln court proceduro ls correctod
or not, agitation of the questlon wlll tend
toward botterment ot condltions. It ts ln
llne wlth tho proraulgatlon of correction ot
tho -Jaw'a delay by preaident Taft and
others..Roanoke Evcntng World.

Wants Councllmen Pald.
The Tlmes-Herald is heartlly in favor ot

tbEO-Ins councllmen for thelr servlces. But
before that ia done the number of councll¬
men must be greatly rcductd. Wo should
llko to see ln Newport News a Councll coni-

posod of nve members. including tho Mayor,
<Wid elected from the**ity at large, wlthout
respect to war,u. tvith such a body, com-

posed of wlse, discreet, patrlotlc cltlzens,
tho clty could woll afford to pay each mem¬
ber $1,-00 a year for hls excluslve servlces.
Tbe Councll would meet every worklng day
ln the year and tranaact business. Tha
doors would always be open to the public.
and any cltlzen having business wlth tho
clty government or r complaint.. to mako,
or a suggestion to offer, could havo access

to tho Councll at hls pleasure..Newport
News Tlmes-Herald.

Red Cross Stamp Campalgn.
The war on tuberculosls ls a crusade- aa

holy aB over cnllstod tho embattled forcea
of Chrlatendom. Wo hero in Fredorlcks-
burg havo an opportunity to-engago ln that
war. Our mito can do somethlng to re-
Heve human sufferlng and to help fj-eo tho
race from that moat dreaded ot scourges.
Are we wlth tho crusaders? Have they our

aympathy? If ao. let us ahow lt by buylng
Red Cross stamps. Tho monoy expended for
theao stamps wlll not be mlssed. and lt wlll
be an act on our part that wlll show that
we aro part of tho great human brother¬
hood. Frederlckahurg can dlspose of $1,000
worth of these stamps lf every person wlll
place one of them on overy Chrlatroas glft
or Christmas letter. Lot us not postpone
tho matter, but buy Red Cross Stainpa to-
day..Frederlcksburg JournaL

Thlnks LIghtly of New Cook * _-rautl."
Readera of the Index-Appeal underetand.

of course, that thls paper ia not an ad¬
mirer or defender of Dr. Frederick A. Cook,
but. on the othor hand, bellovea hlm to
havo been gullty qf a darlng and brazen
fraud ln tho clalm that he reached the
North Polo. But we have even lesa respect
for the two men, Dunkle aud Loose, who
assyt that, finding Dr. Cook !n a hole, they
had agreed to ald hla fraud for $4,000 by
the manufacture of data, nautlcal. astro-
nomlcal and othenvlae, that would cnabio
hls protended recorda to pass Investlgatlon
by tho L'nlverslty of Copenhagen. Thore la
every reason to belleve that Dr. Cook ls an

impoator, but no evldenco lo'ahow that ho
ls a fool so slmple as tho atory of thcBo
two men would make htm appear to b«.
Thero, la oven lesa probabillty ln thelr story
than in Cook's clalm to havo dtacov.jrod tlio
pole, and thelr infaroy ls groater thau hla,
Inasmuch aa they clalm to have voluntarily
alded him ln thi Imposturo for a price.
Obvioiusly there la much roora In the atory
told hy Dunkle and Loosa than appears on
tho aurface. and cortalnly nothing credlt-
ablo lo thea« s.elf-confessed scoundrela. Aa
between them and Cook, lt ls a caaa In
whleh th-T- la no honor among thieves.
Petersburg Index-Appeal.

While Carfe'ful on Behalf of CH-
cnts, They Are Carclcss
in Personal Affairs. ,

FAMOUS ST. LEONARDS CASE

Court Probatctl Wiill That Had
Been Dcstroyed and Dc-
nbunced Legal II,cir.

BY I,A .HAUaij'ISE DE KOSTENOY.
THAT Lord Selby's wlll should be

mysterlously mlssing, Is qultoln-keeplng wlth preccdent, und
noed oxclte no astonlshiuont. For

Lord Selby waa ono of the ablest law¬
yers of tlie Houso of Lords, nnd on-
joyod a very largo und lucratlvo legal
practlce, derlvlng a fortuno therefrom
beforo becoming Speaker of tho Houso
ot Commons. and ulttmately a peer of
tho realm. Great lawyers scem to bo
Incapnblo of maklng n proper testa-
mentary dlsposltlon of thelr own af¬
fairs, aud tlils pectillarlty has beon
qiialntly explalned by the fact that ln
maklng hls own wlll a lawyer does
not glvo to Uio matter the same con-
sclentlous care that he would feel com-
pelled to accord thereto lf ho had re¬
celved a fee. Indeed, a slory Is told
of former Arnbassador Choato. to tht
effect that whenever he happens 10
trnnsact any legal buslnoss for him¬
self, he lnvarlably transfers a sum
ot money from ono of his pockets td
another, so as to convey tho Impres-slon that the business 13 belng duly
charged and paid for, and therefore de¬
mands tho most surupulous enre and
attentlon.
Lord St. Heller, who, as Sir Francls

iTeune; preslded for so many years over
the Court bf Probate In London. wap
found at hls death. ln 1906, to have left
a wlll of so faulty, confused und com-'
pllcated a descriptlon that tho utmost
tllfllculty was experlenced ln securing
lts probate, whlch would probably
never have been obtalned had there
been any cont03t. It was the same
wlth the wln of hls predecc-ssors on
the bench of tho Court of Probate, the
Lords Hannen and Pcnzance, whlle the
peers who have occupled the woolsack
have been partlcularly unfortunate ln
thls respect, ono of the most famous
mstances belng that of the celebrated
jurist and conveyancer, Sir Edward
Sugden, who on belng made Lord
Hlgh Chanccllor, was created Lord Si.
Leonards,
During tho closlng years of hls llfe,

thls great Judge, who was the son of a«
well known barber, of Duke Street.
St. James's, London concelved tho
most profound avcrsion for hls grand¬
son and helr, Edward, son of hls flrat-
born Henry. who had predeceased lilm.
'ihe anlmoslty was due to the constant
scandala in which young Edward Sug.-
lien was constantly beccmlng lnvolved.
Some time before his death, the old
lord drew up a wlll, wrltten on nlne-
teen sheets of ordinary quarto paper.
ln hls own handwrlting' ln which ho
dlverted all his considcrable property
trom thls grandson and next helr to
his peerage, bestowlng lt upon hls sec¬
ond son, the "Hon. and Rev. Frank Sug¬
den, and upon hls favorite daughter,
the Hon. Charlotte Sugden, now Mrs.
Rlchard Wllinot, who for the last
quarier of a century of hls llfe had
been not only his constant com¬
panlon, but llkewlse hls truBtcd con-
fldante and amanuensis. Instead ni
intrustlng the care of thls "wlll to hls
bank, or to some emlnent firm of
lawyers. he left it elther lylng about,
or 'else hld' lt away so carefully that
lt could never be found. It was, how¬
ever, generally believed. and publtcly
asserted ln court. that lt had been
felonlously destroyed by tho dlsln-
herlted grandson. namely, the second
Lord St. Leonards.

I 11I11111; Decision.
Whlle the evidence was lnsufllclent

to enable crlmlnal proceedings to be
Instltuted agalnst thls peer. for the
destructlon of his grandfather's wlll,
yet lt was sufttclently convlnclng to
cause the "earned presldent of the
Court of Probate 10 grant a decision
in favor of the Rev. Frank Sugden and
of hls slster, the Hon. Charlotte Sug¬
den. That ls to say, the presiding
Judge, Lord Hannen, for tho ttrst and
I belleve the only tlme ln the annals
of tho English Court of Probate, ad¬
mitted to probate a wlll whlch* no
longer extsted ln wrltlng, but only tn
the memory of the plalntlffs ln the case
of Sugden vs. Sugden, and of their
wltnesses. awarding the whole of tho
propfcrty, that is to say, extensive
landed estates and some $500,000 ln
money. to Frana and Charlotte Sugden,
on tho ground that he was ln that
manner fultilling tho Intentlons of the
testator, despite the attempt of tho
defendant, namely, Edward Sugdsn.
second Lord St. Leonards, "to frustrate
them, through felottous destructlon of
the wlll."
The case ls ono celebrated in the

annals o£ Brltlsh Jurisprudence, and
the government prosecutor of the day
was taken to task and crlticized by
the leadlng English snewspapers for
neglectlng to instltutb crlmlnal pro¬
ceedings agalnst Lord St. Leonards,
based on the decreo of the Court of
Probate. Not long afterwards, tho.
wife ot thls second Lord St. .Leonards,
a member of tho anclent and hlstorlc,
House of Dashwood, pbtained a judt-
clal separatlon from her husband, 011
tho ground of misconduct and drunkon-
ness, and later he was convicted of
a partlcularly dlsgraceful assault on

a poor servant girl, for whlch ho, in
spite of hls rank as a hereditary legls-
lator, was sentenccd to a term ln Jall.
He dled last year, forgotten, desplsed
and ln poverty, ln a reraote Welsh vll-
lage, the tltle passlng to hls cousln,
tho nlneteen-year-old son of the late
Frank Sugden, who was one of tho
vlctorlous partles ln the Sugdon wlll
caso. i, Devotlon of Dog,
Lord Lanesborough, the new military

aecretary of the Governor-Genoral of
Canada, oomes from a famlly whlch
ls noted for Us love of horses and of
dogs; a fact whlch wlll commend him
to many in tho Domlnlon. Indeed, tho
flfth earl had a Ncwfoundland thut
wus so deeply attached to him thdt
when tho master expired, tho dog dled
of grlef two days later, and in com-
pllanco wlth a wlsh expressed by the
earl some tlme prior to hls demlso, was
buried at hls feet. In order to admlt
of thls belng done, tho tomb of the
earl, at Swithland, in Leicestershlre.
was constructed ln such a fashion thai
the lower end thereof projected a few
Inches beyond tho border lino of tho
old vlllago churchyard, so that while
tho dog reposes at his master's feet,
he ltos not wlthin,-*- but just a few
Inches without tho c___ecratod ground,

Ueresford Wius.
It would appear as lf, after all, tho

star of Lord Charles Berosford were
on the ascendant. For tho dlsappear-

''ance of Lord Flsher (formerly Slr John
Flsher) from the board of the ad-
mlralty, where he .relgned almost su-
prc-me as First Sea Lord, has been
followed by two rather remarkable lu-
cldonts. Thus, Rear-Admiral Sturdeo,
who had been subjected to a good doal
of unfrlendly dlscrlmlnatlon ln the
matter of appolhtmeiitamnd promotlon,
through hls havlng been tho chlef of
etaff of Lord Charles Beresford, has
suddenly been appointed to tho com¬
mand of a dlvlsion ot tho Homo Float,
whlle Roar-Admlral Bacon has left the
navy to accept clvll employment in
the ordnanco flrm at Glasgow of John
Brown <*_ Co,; and Kaniraoll, Lalrd &
Co.
Admiral Reglnaid Bacon la en ox-

tremely olever offlcer, who recently
held the posltlon of: dlrector'Of naval
ordnanco, but who-~ became lnvolved
ln no end of dlsagreabla notorlaty last
spring, thraugh the publlcatlan by Slr
George Armstrong of a numher ot
ccnfidenttfil.letters whlch he hnd wrlt¬
ten to Blr John Flsher.. From these
lettera tt appoared tliat Admiral (at

Aildreas all fHimniunlcntfoa* for thl_ colnnu.to Query Edltor, Tline*--
DlNpittch. No tiintlirrnatleiil probtcma -rlll lie aolvcd, no coln_ or atntapa
vitliic-l -nd -ao dealera' uiunea ulll be glrru,

Iloi-lc Owned I)}- Jiilm Adam*.
Could you tell mo w-ietlior a small

book, entitled "Dovout KxorclscB of tho
llcnrt," wrltten by Mrs. Ellzoboth
Uowe, formerly known undor tho namo
of Phllomola. prlnted by Thomas Klrk,
of Brooklyn, in tho year 1807, and onco
the property of- John Adams, wlth hlg
uutograph on tha Insldo cover, hns nny
monoy valuo an a. rollc? a. M. V.
Petersburg, Va.
Tho book In nttoHtlon probably has

no apeclal valuo ot Itaolf. but. wlth tho
nutograph, It should sell for a consld-
erublo premium.
I.nrgcat I.ck-1 Frntcrnlty.
Pleaso tell mo which ls tho largest

legnl /ratnrnlty In American colleges.
What ia lts membershlp?

STUDENT.
Phi Delta Phi. which h_a*a membor-

ahlp of 8^50.
Scwnnee Colora.

Please glvo mo the colors of Kgwb,-
ncc. READER.
Purple and old gold.

iVorklnir Women.
How many worklng women are there

ln the Unlted States.'l mean women
nngaged In domestic sorvlco as well us
In stores. etc? 1NQUIRER.

4,833.630 at last reports. lt ls prob-
ablo that tho census next year will
show as many as 6,000,000,
Iinport Vnltie ot Furs.

Wlll you Bettlo the followlng ques¬
tlon: A bots that tho valuo of all
the furs Imported Into this country for
uae by women la greatcr than tho
vuluo of all tho books, maps. engrav¬
ing and prlnted matter. B denles thls,
Who Is right? C.

A. Tho annual valuc of Imported
furs is almoat $8,000,000; books, etc,
Imported amount to only $6,100,000.
Almnnne of 1SS0, Etc,

Is an almanao publlshed ln 1850 of
any value?

2. Is It correct to say, "The 'phono
Ib unconhectcd or dlsconnectod?
Bagloy. Va, READER.
1. It depends entirely upon which

almanac lt ls.
2. Dlsconnocted.

Oldest Colored I.i'ilffc.
What ls tlie oldest colored Masonlc

lodge in thls country? READb'K.
The Prince Hall Grand Lodge, es¬

tabllshed in 1807. Tliis was the out-
growth of the African Lodge. No. 459,
establlshed September 2.. 1781.

Stnte Flovre*.
I see thero is some talk about

adopting tho golden rod as a State
Ilowcr for Virginia. Aro there not
somo other States In tho Union which
havo thls flower? - READER

Yes. Alabama, Maryland. Mlssourl,
Nebraska and Orcgotr all claim thls
Hower.

Mnryl-ititl Inherltance _*-_¦_
Please tell me whether there is au

inheritanco tax In Maryland.
READER.

There Is a 2% per cent. collateral
lnheritance tax In Maryland, but no
direct Inhorltancc tax.

St. AKiica'a Church.
Please tell me whero St Agnes's

Church, New York. ls located.
. E. H. T.

Qn Hoytr Street, at the corner of
Sackett.

Ti'randa IL Li-*>*dter_ Suecraaor.
* Has a successor to Francls R. Las¬
slter been chosen as yet?

CONSTANT READER-
No. The electlon wlll be held ln

January. The Fourth Dlstrlct ls now
unropresented ln Congresa.
England antl Germany.
In caso of war between England and

Germany, which country would havo
the larger army ln tho fleld?

INQUIRER-
Germany could muster moro men at

that tlmo captain) Bacon, had been
asslgned by the poweiB at the ad-
mlralty, to the fleet commanded by
Beresford, ln order to make propar
gatida against the latter, ln behalf of
Flsher, and incidentally to report what
was golng on In tho fleet, and to send
Information concernlng the disposltlon
cf the varlous ottioers codnected there-
wlth. Captain Bacon fulfilled the
duties to which ho had been asslgned
by the Flrst Sea Lord of tho Admlraltf
Slr John Flsher, sendlng hlm a num¬
ber of confldentlal communlcatlons.
detrlmental to hls supcrior officers, and
also to hls-comrades of tho fleet com¬
manded by Bereaford.

Flsher, wlth an lndlscretlon almost
Inconcelvable, had these lettcrs prlnt¬
ed, and some fifty or a hundred copies
struck off for roferenco and for the
uso of hls colleagues on tlie board of
admlralty, tho heads of departments at
Whitohall; and not contcnt wlth this.
clrculated them among a number of
adheren.H of hls tn the navy. One at
least ot the prlnted copies fell Into the
hands ot Slr George Armstrong, son

of tho founder and proprlotor of the
London Gtobe, who straightway pro-
ceeded to publlsh them, as constltut-
Ing an lllustratlon of the splrlt of
intriguo and of indlsclplino which he
charged Hlr John Flsher wlth havng
Introduccd into the servlce.
Captain Bacon was ovcrwhelmed

with cpprobrlum ln the press and even
in Parliament. He was charged with
having spied and reported against his
superlors and hls comrades, of having
been disloyal to hls chlefs and mess-

raates, as well as gullty of tndls-
olpllne. whllo tho government, on be¬
ing taken to task ln Parllamont, was

obllged to exmess lta dlsapproval of
his methods; whereas hls chlef mls¬
take had bccn that ho had too con-
scientlously obeyod tho orders of tlio
Flrst Sea Lord, Admiral Slr John
Flsher. It is largely duo to the strong
feeling iu tho service against him
that he has availed himself of tho op¬
portunity offered to sever hls con-
lipctlon therowith, sacrlflcing what
seemed at ona momont to be a most
brllllant future, ruined by ilshors
lndlscretlon. , _, ._.

(Copyrlght, 1009. by tho Brentwood
Company.)

¦¦._ .¦

Voice of the People
-*..-.-

.

Tlio Kcal Estato Aaaessmeut.
Edltor of Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Slr..Yotir ctlltorial ot tho Oth, en¬

titled "Will tho Assessmcnt Bo a,

Farce?" ls lndeed timely, as tho men
who aro to assess the real estate in
every, clty and county in thls State
are to bc appolnted this month. Tho
clty councils of cltles and boards of
supervlsors of countles should select
two or three good. honest, consclen-
tious and fearless men and recommend
thom to tho judgo who has the appolnt-
Ivo power. Tho judgo could then se¬

lect ono or moro for appolntment,
In selectlng real estate assessors

thero are two qualittos uecessary-.
flrst, honesty; second, nbtllty.for no

matter how much ability a man has.
thls position requlres abovo all things
absoluto honesty and falrness. As to
the inenuallty of assossments, I make
thls statement wlthout fear of contra-
dictlon that ln overy cLty and county
ln thls Stato you will flnd real estate
in different wards or dlstrlcts wlthln
a city or county assessed at 30 por cont.
in ono locallty, 50 per cont. in another,
and from 75 to 110 per cent. ln anothor
.all of thoso different percentages oi
actual value almost wlthln a stono'.
thr_w of each othor, whloh stato ol
affalrs could hardly exist it tho asses-
sor doos his duty wltlibut fear or favor.
Would lt not bo a gooq plan to re-

qulro tho assessors to assess, tho rea:
estate of all publlo sorvlce corporatlon.
and report to the Corporatlon Commls¬
slon, as tha equallzatlon plan wlll not
reach thoso propertles unless same,pro*
portlonute as3essntont la also made
against them as a Kulde for the Cor¬
poratlon Commlsslo/i? I belleve thai
tbe asaesBora u_u>-luted thls montl

ho beginnlng of tho war than Eng¬land, but lf Qrent Brltaln called on hercolonles nho could muster a Inrgeriirmy ihiui could Gormany, Tho latterhas 01 .,000 men av.illablo for lnune-
'

0 000°rV Wh,1° K,'-l!in'1 1,as about

Coucenled Weapon Dcflued Agnlu.Please dotlno a concealod weaponfo1; me. SUBSCRIBElt
A concealed woapon wao dellned inthis column somo woekB ago. Brto/lystated, a weapon Is concealed whon ltcnnnot bo seon by ordinary obsorva-tlon. If lt can be seen by a. closo in¬spectlon of the person, It may be,r.cverlholosB rcgnrded ns concealod. Apistol partly projecting from a belt or

trom a holster ls nol concealed, butlf projecting from a pocket. ln partonly, tt ls concealed.

Trentliig Tuberciilnals,
My wlfe ls sufferihg from consump¬tlon, und I am vory alixioua to knowhow shn should bo treated. I cannotarford to send her away from home,Init I have hoard that sho can be suc¬

cessfully treated here. Can you glve
me any ndvlceV " ANXIOUS.

If your wlfo's caso ls not too far
ndvapend sho can bo cured ln her ownhome, under propor condltlons. Tho
essentlal thlngs aro fresh alr. rest nnd
good food. If you wlll wrlto to the
State Department of Health, 1110 Capl¬tol Stre»t. you wlll bo sent a. copy of
the btillntiu on tuberculosls. Thla wlll
glve you much valuablo Informatlon.
Slretlng n I.ovcr.
Please tell mo what you thlnk Ishould do under the following clrcum-

siunces: At a dance given so .«
ago I met a very attractlvo and hand¬
some mnn who Is Ongagcd in business
on Broaa btreet. ..»« iu-ki-u. a .«
mlght call to seo me, and I told hlnihe could. Ho came several tlmes, and
we grew to bo vory close frlends. For
some reason my fathor took a dls-llko for hlni and told me that I shouldnot recelve him ln our home. I wasloath to glvo up my frlend. and soI have boen ln tho hablt of meetlnghim at tho house of a girl frlend otmlno. Thla girl «*ay« that I am dolngwrong to havo him vlslt me undertho clrcumstances. What do youtl,'!,k- ANXIOUS.lou may bo pt-rfectly sure that yourfather would not forbld tho youngman oalllng on you unless he hadtho very bent rcasons. It seems tous that thls is n mattor whlch a younitBlrl should very properly leave to thoJudgment of her father. Wo agreewlth your girl frlend thnt you shouldnot recelve thls young man under thoclrcumstances.
How to Clean I--*ur Ilnt.

Pleaso bo so kind as to Inform molf there l.i not somethlng wlth whlchI can clean a whlto fur hat. I havo
a fur hat and have only worn It two
cr three tlmes, but lt |s dlrty. If there
s somethlng whlch I can get and cleanlt at home. I wlll oe very much obllgedto you for prlntlng lt.

,
NORTH POLE.We aro adviscd that gasolene orFrench chalk wlll clean such a hat.

Send for Informatlon.
Constant Reader: If you wlll _end

a self-addressed stamped envelopo tothis ofllce we will be giad to furnlsh
you wlth tho deslred informatlon.Dealers* names cannot be prlnted in
thls column.

Productlon of Wheat and Corn.
Please give the productlon of wheat

and corn ln the Unlted States for the
last eight years. STATISTICS.

Corn, Wheat,
Year. bushels. bushels.

1300 .2.105.102,518- G22,22*'.ri'-r,
1901 .1.522.519.S51 T-l5.lG0.2tS
1502 . 2.523,648.312 670,063,001
1903 . 2,21-1.176,525 637.l-2l.S35
1904 . 2.467.4S0.9.-14 557.39!*,r-l7
1905 .2.707,9 93.f.40 692.979.4S9
1906 .2.927,416.001 735.260.970
1907 . 2,592.320,000 634,087,000
-*-

will be the best that have been ap¬
pointed tn thlrty years, and that tho
usscssment of 1910 wlll show up as lt
should. I slnccrely hopo so.

"ONE ON THE INSLDE."
Lynchburg, December 9.

Mncndamlze All Vlrxlala Honds.
Edltor of The Tlmcs-Dlspatch:
Slr,.Tho country people owo you

a great debt of gratitudo for your
splendld attltudo as to good roads, and
therefore I deslre to call the attentlon
of tho publlc in that regard to my
posltlon- as to macadamlzlng the pub¬
llc roads In tho Commonwealth of Vlr-
glnJa, whlch ls a question of para-
mount Importance. To accomplish this
great and deslrable result money is
ueeded, and as :ia ox-member of the
Constltutional Conventlon, I polnt to,
tho fact that that body enacted an
ordinance, whereby State taxatlon waa
reduced from 40 cents to 35 cents on
the J100, causing a loss of revenue of
$800,000 a year, but the aamo ordlnanco
provldes that the Legislature ot Vlr¬
glnla wlthin two years thereafter may
relnstate the sald tax. I am in favor
cf a blll to relnstate that tax and make
it a perpetual road fund; whlch, coupled
wlth the present road appropriation
cf $338,000, would aggrogate a per¬
petual road fund appropriation of $1,-
138,000, which would ln time, supplc-
mented by the countles, macadamlze
every rood ln tho Commonwealth of
Virginia. Tho peoplo of Vlrglnla would
lndorse tb.is because tho Increase ot
taxatlon belng spent for the improve¬
ment of publlc roads would go back
to the source from-whlch lt sprang,
cnurlng to the la-stlng beneflt of tha
peoplo, to whlch thoy cannot demur.

E. W. HUBARD.
Richmond, December 11.

Fiivon Slate Alnisliouscs.
Editor of Tho Times-Dlspatch;
Sir,.As to your edltorlal ln to-day"s

Issue as to the condltlons ln some of
the county almshouscs.would lt not
bo woll for the Stato to provide for
the unfortunate Inmates of theso ln-
stltutlons as ls now done wlth tho ln¬
sane?
By havlng them colonlzed, accordlng

to race and condltlons, wlth tralned at-
tendants and physicians to look after
them. thelr individual needs would be
better looked Into.

I am quite sure tho sanltary condl¬
tlons would bo lmproved. An lm-
properly conducted poorhouso may be
tho startlng polnt for diseases. Lca£t
of all, lt would he cheapor.

READER.
,Petersburg, December 11.

Scott's Emulsion
is a wonderful food-medicine
for all ages of. mankind. It
will make the delicate, sickly
baby strong and well.will
give the pale anemic girl rosy
cheeks -and rich, red bloodv It
will put flesh on the bones of
the tired, overworked, thin
man, and will keep the aged
man br woman in condition
to resist colds or pneumonia
in the winter. .*

rOB S-L- BV A__ DB-GGIBT-

Boml 10a, narae 'of paptr nnil thU *M). for our
beautiful Suvlnga Bank »ad OUlld'n SUotoU-ook.
K»c- ban- contuiiu » Good Luojc 1'onajr,
SCOTT & POWNE, 409 Pcvl St, Nsw Y<__


